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THE LOGOS CHRISTIAN PROGRAM

Mission Statement

Students, taught in a spiritually nurturing, intellectually challenging and disciplined
environment, acquire the knowledge, attitudes, skills and training necessary to seek after
“whatsoever things are true.” That, sustained by Christ’s teachings and God’s love, students
may develop binding commitments to their families, neighbors, country and the global
community while leading moral, healthy and productive lives.

The program takes its name from the word logos, which means “The Word or Second Person of
the Trinity” according to the Oxford Dictionary. The word is Greek and comes from the opening
lines of John’s gospel, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.” John 1:1, 2

Principles of the Elk Island Logos Christian Program

1. God is our Creator who knows and loves each one of us.

2. God has provided, through the Bible, certain values, standards of behavior and fundamental
truths, particularly in passages such as the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17) and the
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5, 6 and 7). These values, standards of behavior and
fundamental truths are to guide us in living out our lives. Truth is not relative and, therefore,
not based simply on each person’s opinion.

3. Although we all make mistakes or commit sins, by believing in Jesus, the Son of God, we
can be forgiven because He offered Himself as payment (John 3:16) for our sins and is alive
today to strengthen us through His Holy Spirit. Just as He forgives us for our sins, so must
we forgive others who hurt us or sin against us.

4. Salvation is a gift freely bestowed upon those who accept and put their faith in the finished
work of Jesus Christ at Calvary. (Romans 3:22-24)

5. We are on this earth to love God and serve Him by caring for and serving our fellow human
beings. We are not meant to live merely for our own pleasure and self-interest.

6. God works in our lives and in the lives of those around us and throughout the world, as
we spend time with Him in prayer.

7. The Old and New Testaments of the Bible, without error as originally given, were
inspired by God and are a complete revelation of His will for the salvation of mankind.
They are useful for teaching, correction, and instruction in righteousness. (2 Timothy
3:16 & 17)

8. There is One God, eternally existing in three persons: God the Father, Jesus Christ His
only Son, and the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:32-33; 5:29-32; 10:38)

A Christian Classroom

The Logos Christian Program provides instruction of the provincial curriculum within a
Christian environment. The non-denominational Christian environment is based on traditional
Christian principles as set out in the Bible and the Apostles’ Creed. The program focuses on the
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principles of loving God and loving one another, a commitment to Christ’s teachings and of his
forgiveness. This environment may be created through such activities as:

» A Biblical Christian context that is integrated into the teaching of the curriculum. To
this end, a teacher in this program will bring a Christian viewpoint to issues and
topics from all curriculum areas.

Daily devotions and prayer.

Scripture memorization.

Periodic assemblies with a Christian viewpoint

Selection of resources consistent with Christian beliefs

Encouraging students to develop their personal relationship with God.
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Both the staff and the students in the Logos Christian Program will show respect towards people
of all religious faiths. While the differences between various religions and denominations may,
on occasion, require explanation so that students might better understand the religious beliefs of
their fellow students, teachers do not get involved in discussion as to the merits of any particular
theological position. All students are welcome in the Logos Program.

Commitment to the Logos Christian Program

Commitment to a genuine partnership between home and school is emphasized and the key roles
of parents as partners, students as learners and teachers as professionals are recognized. Parents,
teachers and students are expected to support the principles and philosophies of the Logos
Christian Program.

Parents, students and teachers are responsible to establish and maintain open communication
regarding teacher and parent expectations and student performance, and to understand the role
each plays in reinforcing the work of the other.

Foundations for Behavioral Expectations

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is the first
and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” All
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22: 36-40

In the Logos Christian Program, instruction will occur within an orderly, structured and
supportive environment. Within this environment students are taught:
» The importance of respect for the Bible, for God’s laws, Christ’s teachings, and
Scripture’s authority.
> To love and respect others and themselves as well as respect their own and others’
property.
To accept responsibility for their behavioral choices.
To contribute to making the world a better place.
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The discipline policy of each classroom and school follows the regulations and policies of ElIk
Island Public Schools. Parents are expected to support the school/teacher in the discipline
process. Frequent and timely communication is shared between the teacher, students and
parents/guardians.

Service

Active community service is also a component of the Logos Christian Program. This service
component may be school and/or community focused and varies according to age and grade
level. Through the service component, an appreciation of community and the need to take care of
each other is fostered. Students are taught to give of themselves.

Extra-Curricular Involvement

Logos students, as a part of the school community, are welcome to be involved in school
activities.

Selection of Resources

The selection of resources/programs is based upon:
» Meeting the requirements of the Alberta curriculum
» The learning needs of the students, allowing for differentiation and individualization
of instruction
» Consistency with a Christian Worldview and environment.

Subject Information

Students explore their subject matter from a Christian Worldview and to use their knowledge to
strengthen their Christian beliefs

ELAL

e Good literature, including the classics, is part of the reading program. Literature is chosen
which is acceptable to, and reinforcing of, the Christian context whenever possible. While the
nature of conflict in the literature chosen will vary, it will always be dealt with from a
Christian Worldview, regardless of whether that worldview is presented in the literature
itself. Literature, which reveals the strength of the human spirit and fosters Christian values,
is used from the earliest stages of the child’s reading.

o Students are taught to be critically discerning and to analyze literature from a Christian
viewpoint.
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Social Studies

« In Social Studies, students are taught to view the development of society from a Christian
Worldview and to use their knowledge to strengthen their Christian beliefs.

« Students will develop the knowledge, skills and positive attitudes they need to be responsible
citizens and contributing members of society.

Science

Learning about science helps students to understand and interpret the world around them.
Instruction in science is based on the beliefs that:

» God created the earth.

> The world is an ever-changing place.

> We are stewards of God’s world and therefore responsible for taking care of it.

e The spectrum of views that exist today with respect to creation and evolution is
acknowledged at curriculum appropriate levels.

e When dealing with sections of the Alberta curriculum, such as evolution, teachers ensure that
students have a sound understanding of the subject matter. They may acquaint students with
alternative views as how life developed on earth.

e While the Logos Christian Program holds to the firm conviction that God is the ultimate
source or the why of creation, the Bible is not used as a scientific text to explain the how of
creation. Teachers do not become involved in the “Creationist” controversy which has caused
dissension over the years.

Health

In health, students will:
> Examine the whole person with a focus on the spiritual self.
» Understand and be guided by the word of God as the foundation on which they make
decisions on such things as drugs, alcohol, smoking, dating, etc.
> Examine their role as Christians in their relationships with others.
» Understand that they are charged by God to respect and care for their physical bodies.
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Appendix 1
Goals of the Logos Christian Program

=

. Spiritual Growth and Discipleship

o Goal: To systematically integrate biblical principles into all areas of the curriculum and
school life, fostering an environment where students can grow in their faith and
understanding of Christian teachings.

2. Academic Excellence within a Christian Framework

« Goal: Achieve high academic standards through a Christian worldview, preparing students
for success in higher education and beyond.

w

. Character and Leadership Development

« Goal: Encourage the development of moral and ethical leaders who exemplify Christian
virtues in all aspects of their lives.

N

. Family and Church Partnership

o Goal: Strengthen the partnership between the school, families, and the wider Christian
community to support students' spiritual and academic growth.

ol

. Inclusive and Supportive Environment

« Goal: Create an inclusive, nurturing environment where students feel valued, respected,
and supported in their learning and spiritual journey.

Appendix 2

Operational Guidelines for the Logos Christian Program

1. The Logos Christian Program operates under the jurisdiction and authority of the Elk Island
School Board and is subject to such rules and regulations as the Board shall determine.

2. The Elk Island Logos Society operates separate from the Elk Island Logos Christian
Program. The Society serves as an advisory board to Elk Island Public Schools with regard
to the Logos Christian Program direction and resources.

3. Logos parents are members of the School Council. One Logos parent representative per
school sits on the Elk Island Logos Society Board.

4. The Logos Christian Program serves the Elementary (including Kindergarten) and Junior
High grades providing there are sufficient student registrations at each level.
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Frequently Asked Questions ;‘i

Elk Island
Public Schools

Is religion taught as a formal subject in the Logos Christian Program?

There is no separate religion class as Christian principles are incorporated into the curriculum
whenever possible. A daily devotional time is an important part of the Logos Christian
Program.

Are Logos teachers Christians?

Teachers are chosen with consideration of their support for the Logos Christian Program and
their sincere commitment to its mission, principles, and objectives. Logos teachers strive to
exemplify Christian beliefs.

What does non-denominational mean?

There are many Christian denominations that share a belief in the fundamentals of Christianity
(see Principles on page 2), but differ slightly doctrinal practices. This program is intended to
focus on the foundations of Christian belief, to nurture spiritual growth and to provide
continuity between home and school.

Are students in the Logos Christian Program segregated from other students in the
school?

Logos classrooms are interspersed throughout the school. Students in the Logos Christian
Program are part of the school community and that community spirit is highly
encouraged through shared activities such as assemblies and field trips. Logos students
are integrated with the rest of the school for option classes in Junior High. There are
some “Logos only” activities such as chapel time and other activities of a religious
nature.

Is transportation provided?

Inquiries should be directed to Student Transportation at Elk Island Public Schools.

Is the Alberta curriculum taught in the Logos Christian Program?

Provincial curriculum is taught for all mandated programs.
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Is learning assistance provided and can special need students access this program?

Learning assistance is provided to the same extent as in the regular classroom program.
Special needs students are assessed on an individual basis and decisions are made in
accordance with current regulations set out by EIk Island Public Schools.

Q. Do students participate with regular students in Halloween and Christmas
celebrations?

A. Student celebrations are planned and organized by Logos teachers who work in
conjunction with the Logos Society.

Q. Will materials that are objectionable or potentially offensive to Logos parents be
removed from the Learning Commons?

A. No. Parents and teachers in Elk Island Public Schools work together in educating children
on how to make responsible decisions regarding Learning Commons materials.
Additional reading materials emphasizing the Christian Worldview may be added
through the allocated school budget and/or through the efforts of the parents in Logos
Society.

What is the Elk Island Logos Society?

The EIk Island Logos Society represents parents of students enrolled in the Logos
program. The Society works in cooperation with Elk Island Public Schools in an advisory
role.

The Society communicates regularly through email and social media platforms and
provides opportunities for parents and students to come together and share experiences.
Several fundraising activities have greatly enhanced Christian materials within the
classroom.

More information about the Elk Island Logos Society can be obtained at
www.elkislandlogos.ca or by contacting the Logos school for a contact name.
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